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Before the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts
Marine National Monument was designated in
September 2016, representatives of the New
England commercial fishing industry claimed that it
would devastate their fisheries. They continued to
make such claims post-designation and, in June
2020, President Trump rescinded the Monument’s
commercial fishing prohibition, citing significant
impacts on commercial fishing as the primary basis
for his action.
To test the veracity of these claims, NRDC examined
public data on commercial landings and revenues
from the Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics
Program, a state-federal body that is charged with
compiling this information for fisheries along the
Atlantic coast. We specifically compared landings
and revenues for the three years before designation
(2014-2016) to the three years following designation
(2017-2019) for (1) the squid, mackerel, and
butterfish fishery and (2) the Atlantic highly
migratory species (HMS) fishery, which targets tuna
and swordfish. These are the primary commercial
fisheries that had been operating in the Monument
area, according to the fishing industry, and were
prohibited in November 2016 as a result of the
Monument’s designation.1 (The 2016 designation
allowed fisheries for red crab and lobster to continue
to operate until 2023.)
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This is what we found: As detailed below, in the
three years following the Monument’s
designation in 2016, overall landings and
revenues actually increased in the squid,
mackerel, and butterfish fishery. Overall tuna and
swordfish landings and revenues in the HMS
fishery remained essentially the same. In other
words, based on government data, there is no
indication that the Monument caused economic
loss for the commercial fishing industry while it
was closed to commercial fishing.
Squid/Mackerel/Butterfish Fishery
•

•

•

As the left figure on the next page shows,
overall landings in the squid, mackerel, and
butterfish fishery increased 61% in 2017-2019,
the three years following the Monument’s
designation, compared to overall landings in the
previous three years (2014-2016).2
As the right figure on the next page shows,
overall revenues (ex-vessel) for the squid,
mackerel, and butterfish fishery increased 45%
in 2017-2019, following Monument designation,
compared to overall revenues in the three years
before designation (2014-2016).
Landings and revenues in this fishery are also up
for Rhode Island specifically, where most
landings occur and which has the ports most
proximate to the Monument: 2017-2019 squid,
mackerel, and butterfish landings and revenues
for Rhode Island increased 33% and 30%
respectively over landings and revenues in 20142016.
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Source: Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program. (20). Non-confidential Commercial Landings [Data file]. Retrieved
from https://safis.accsp.org:8443/accsp_prod/f?p=1490:310:9873340730653::NO:RP:P310_GO_FLAG:-1.

Tuna and Swordfish (HMS) Fishery
As the left figure below shows, overall landings
of the principal tuna stocks (bigeye, yellowfin,
and bluefin) and swordfish in the Atlantic HMS
fishery did not meaningfully change in 20172019, the three years following the Monument’s
designation, from overall landings in the
previous three years (2014-2016).
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Similarly, as the right figure below shows,
overall revenues (ex-vessel) from tuna and
swordfish catch in the Atlantic HMS fishery
remained essentially unchanged in 2017-2010,
the three years after the Monument’s
designation, compared to overall revenues for
the previous three years (2014-2016).3
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Source: Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program. (2020). Non-confidential Commercial Landings [Data file]. Retrieved
from https://safis.accsp.org:8443/accsp_prod/f?p=1490:300:3914913153587::NO:RP:P300_GO_FLAG:-1.
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