June 22, 2018
Dear Minister McKenna, Premiers Couillard and Notley, and Premier-Designate Ford:
As members of the U.S. academic community, we aim to develop leaders who have the knowledge and tools to
solve the world’s most pressing problems. We strive to use our voices in addressing today’s needs without
compromising the needs of future generations. In this light, we believe in the importance of ecosystem conservation
and look to government leaders to address the global threat of climate change.
The Canadian Government has the unique opportunity to be a climate leader by enacting policies that defend the
integrity of Canada’s boreal forest. This ecosystem is of singular importance for its biodiversity, its cultural value
for Indigenous Peoples, its available freshwater, and its role in the fight against climate change. We write to ask the
Government of Canada to act swiftly in establishing legally enforceable protections for the Canadian boreal forest in
consultation with Canada’s Indigenous Peoples, using all available avenues, including boreal caribou habitat
recovery plans.
Canada’s boreal forest contains a quarter of the world’s remaining primary forest.1 These remaining forests are
recognized by the scientific community as important resources in the global effort to reduce human-caused
greenhouse gas emissions by capturing and storing atmospheric carbon.2 In this light, Canada’s boreal forest has a
large role to play. It has been estimated that 12 percent of the world’s terrestrial carbon— or the equivalent of more
than 36 years of global carbon dioxide emissions from burning fossil fuels— is stored in Canada’s boreal forest
soils, wetlands, and peatlands.3
However, clearcutting is disturbing the soil and forest floor and speeding decomposition, rapidly increasing the rate
at which carbon is released into the atmosphere. Since 1996, more than 28 million acres of Canadian boreal forest—
an area nearly the size of Ohio —have been logged.4 Unsustainable logging is undermining Canada’s commitments
to reduce national greenhouse gas emissions. Each year, clearcutting across Canada’s boreal forest releases more
than 26 million metric tons of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.5 This quantity equals 12 percent of emissions
Canada must cut under its commitment to the Paris Climate Agreement.6 It is paramount that Canadian governments
take stronger political measures to safeguard the boreal forest’s carbon storage and mitigate the most drastic effects
of climate change.
In addition to the boreal forest’s impact on climate change, it provides habitat to many treasured species. It is home
to the Canada lynx, grizzly bears, moose, and hundreds of migratory bird species that use the forest as a nursery to
hatch their young.7 The boreal forest is also home to the boreal caribou, an iconic species in Canada central to many
Indigenous Peoples’ cultures and ways of life.
Boreal caribou are highly sensitive to habitat disturbances and require large swaths of intact forest to survive.
Wildlife scientists say that 30% of the country’s population could disappear in the next 15 years unless action is
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taken.8 The fate of caribou has far-reaching implications because caribou are considered an “umbrella species,”
meaning that protecting their habitat also protects other species and the broader boreal ecosystem. Significant
portions of critical caribou habitat also overlay some Indigenous Peoples’ last remaining intact territories as well as
areas of extraordinary terrestrial carbon density and carbon sequestration potential. Provincial decisions to expand
logging are threatening these critical areas.
In October 2017, Canada’s provinces missed a crucial deadline to establish caribou habitat recovery plans, which are
a key component of long-term boreal forest ecosystem health. The science is clear: the time to act is now. We call
upon Canada’s provincial governments to submit caribou habitat recovery plans, and for the federal government to
establish interim protections until they have done so. We ask that protections to the boreal forest be legally binding,
based in science, and drafted with the consultation and consent of the Indigenous Peoples whose traditional
territories include boreal caribou habitat.
As members of North America’s academic community, we believe that the boreal forest, with its vast ecological
value, needs immediate protection. We hope that Canada will serve as a global example of leadership in the fight to
maintain a sustainable and equitable future for communities and species alike.
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